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Welcome to TAGGS 
 

The mission of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is to enhance the health and well-being of 
Americans by providing for effective health and human services and by fostering sound, sustained advances in the 
sciences underlying medicine, public health, and social services. In support of its mission, HHS manages hundreds of 
programs which awards approximately over 77,000 grants annually. Tracking and accounting for HHS grant spending 
and providing high quality data to the public and external stakeholders is critical to fulfilling HHS's mission and strategic 
goals. 

 
V HHS awarded approximately 77,000 grants to over 11,000 

recipients. 

V HHS awarded approximately $462 billion in grants. 
V уу҈ ƻŦ II{Ωǎ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ C¸ нлмс ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

entitlement grants. 
V Universities and colleges represent 34 of the top 50 HHS 

discretionary grant recipients. 
V The 6 states receiving the most HHS grant funds were 

California, New York, Texas, Pennsylvania, Florida, and 
Michigan. 

V The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) awarded 
over 78% of all HHS grant dollars. 

V The National Institutes of Health (NIH) awarded about 65% 
of all HHS awards. 

V HHS agencies awarded grants to 105 regional 
and international recipients. 

 

The Annual Report 
 

This annual report reflects a summary of grants HHS awarded during Fiscal Year 2016 (October 1, 2015, through 
September 30, 2016). Grants are a legal instrument reflecting the relationship between the United States Government 
ŀƴŘ ŀ {ǘŀǘŜΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ άǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀtionship is to transfer a thing of 
value to the State or local government or other recipient to carry out a public purpose of support or stimulation 
authorized by a law of the United States instead of acquiring (by purchase, lease, or barter) property or services for the 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ όом ¦Φ{Φ/Φ ϠсолпύΦ 

 
This report does not include information related to technical assistance, which provides services instead of money; or 
contracts, which are required to be entered into and administered under procurement laws and regulations. 

 
The public can view how HHS tracks and accounts for grant spending by visiting the Annual Reports section on the 
Tracking Accountability In Government Grants System (TAGGS) Website (taggs.hhs.gov/AnnualReport). Users can 
download the full report in the PDF format, or view the report online for a fully visual and interactive experience. Both 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ II{Ψǎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΥ ǘƘŜ t5C ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ ƎǊŀƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ŀǘ ŀ Ƙigh level 
displaying tables and charts for quick viewing, visitors can download the complete report which includes the appendices, 
or download each section separately; while the online report enhances the users experience by providing interactive 
maps and graphs that make it easy for visitors to explore award data in multiple views and provides tools to customize 
and display information, as well as download graphs and data. 

 
Award data shown in the interactive charts is presented here as tables in Appendices A, B, and C. 
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Executive Summary 
 

Our Year 

Preparing for the implementation of the Digital Accountability and Transparency (DATA) Act was the focus for the HHS 
grants community in 2016. The purpose of the Act is to establish government-wide data standards that can be shared by 
multiple communities and increase the availability, accuracy, and usefulness of Federal spending information. HHS led 
the federal effort in standardizing grant data elements by participating in several cross-governmental workgroups in 
support of DATA Act implementation. HHS used this opportunity to improve underlying business process issues and 
procedures. The HHS Operating Divisions (OPDIVs) and Staff Divisions (STAFFDIVs) were integral to the success of 
improved data quality and increased transparency. HHS workgroups put forth significant effort in ensuring HHS was not 
only in compliance, but was utilizing the data as part of their business process. HHS was well positioned to meet 
reporting requirements pertaining to the financial assistance community by the implementation date. 

 
Tracking Accountability in Government Grants System (TAGGS) 

 
The data for the annual report comes from TAGGS which is managed by the Office of Grants and Acquisition Policy and 
Accountability (OGAPA). TAGGS Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ II{Ωǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ {ƛƴŎŜ 
ƛǘǎ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мффрΣ ¢!DD{ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ II{Ωǎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ Řŀǘŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ II{Ωǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
Divisions (OPDIVs) and the Staff Divisions (STAFFDIVs) representing nearly a half million distinct awards and over $4 
ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ II{Ωǎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΦ 

 
9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ II{ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ II{Ωǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ 
and systems to strengthen the data available to the public and for internal HHS usage. In addition to collecting, 
processing, and reporting all financial assistance data awarded by the OPDIVs and STAFFDIVs, TAGGS provides a single 
system and platform for displaying HHS data in meaningful ways that will be instrumental to informing leadership 
decisions and meeting legislative requirements including the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act 
(FFATA), Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014 (DATA Act), and the Grants Oversight and New Efficiency 
(GONE) Act. 
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Agency Totals 

 

FY 2016 Grant Awards & Award Dollars 

 

The chart shows discretionary and non-discretionary awards grouped and displayed by 
awarding agency1. Agencies with two circles awarded both types of grants. Colors 
indicate small to large changes from FY 2015 to FY 2016. For additional views of this data 
visit the website, or see Appendix A 
for award details. 

 
 

 

 

1During previous fiscal years, ONC awarded 18 grants totaling $2,961,087. Those awards were de-obligated during FY 2016, so the dollar figures in the 

ONC charts and tables appear as negative values. 
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HHS 2016 Organization 

HHS is comprised of OPDIVs and STAFFDIVs, each with its own unique mission. The organization chart below presents 
the overall structure of HHS during FY 2016. The OPDIVs/STAFFDIVs are responsible for administering and managing 
approximately 510 grant programs which are described in the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA). 

 
Note that in this report, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry awards are included in the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention grant funding data. 
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HHS Awards Overview 

In FY 2016, the Department of Health and Human Services administered more grant dollars than all other federal 
agencies combined. HHS awards formula/block, entitlement, discretionary grant awards and cooperative agreements. 
HHS awarded approximately $462 billion in grants for FY 2016. This included $55 billion in discretionary awards and 
$407 billion in formula/block and entitlement awards. 

 
CMS, which administers the Medicare and Medicaid Programs, awarded 78%, or $362 billion of the total HHS grants 
fund; however, these awards are less than 2% of the total number of grants awarded by HHS. 

 
ACF had the second highest percentage of total HHS grant funds awarded at over 20%, or $51 billion. This represented 
about 9% of the total number of grants awarded. NIH, which awarded about 4%, or nearly $24 billion, of the total HHS 
grant funds, accounted for 65% of the total number of HHS grants. 

 
The Annual Report website contains interactive maps that display grant award and recipient data for HHS and its 
agencies. Those maps are not published in this document. All of the map data is presented in the appendices of this 
document. 

 

 

DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 

Discretionary grants are those that permit the Federal Government, according to specific authorizing legislation, to 
ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ άŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘκǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇetitive grant 
process. 

 
Discretionary grants commonly support activities such as demonstration, research, training, service, and construction 
projects or programs. Discretionary grants are sometimes referred to by the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
ό/C5!ύ ǘŜǊƳ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ DǊŀƴǘǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ /C5! ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
governments (including the District of Columbia); federally-recognized Indian tribal governments; Territories (and 
possessions) of the United States; domestic public, quasi-public, and private profit and nonprofit organizations and 
institutions; specialized groups; and individuals. 
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Top 5 Discretionary Grant Programs By Major Activity Type 

 
Grant awards are classified by a 5-digit CFDA number and name. These CFDA awards are organized into major activity 
types: Research, Services, Training, and Other Activities. 

 
The bar charts below show the Top 5 CFDA awards for each major activity type. The blue bars indicate award dollars; red 
bars indicate the number of awards. 

 
Training 

 

 
Training (International) 

 
 

Research 
 

 
 

Research (International) 
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Top 5 Discretionary Grant Programs By Major Activity Type (Continued) 

 
Services 

 
Services (International) 

 

 
Other1 

 

Other (International) 
 
 

 
 

1άhǘƘŜǊέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΤ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ; evaluations; and 
health infrastructure awards. 
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Discretionary Award Types By Award Dollars 
 

Based on the HHS mission, grant program descriptions, and the CFDA guidelines, the TAGGS system uses activity types 
to characterize the nature of the grant being funded. For the purpose of this report the activity types have been 
grouped into four major types (Research, Services, Training, and Other). HHS agencies self-select the activity type for 
ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘΦ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨhǘƘŜǊΩ 
category to insure they are using the correct activity type for their grants. Between FY 2015 and FY 2016 there was a 
significant decrease in the awards within this category due to this effort; the Total Award Amount Percent went from 
15.3% to 1.5%, and the Award Amount Percent Within the Category went from 96% to 61.2%. 
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Award History 
 

The Total Award Amounts and Award Number chart shows the number of awards and the amount of award dollars that 
HHS granted during the last 5 fiscal years. The blue bars represent the number of awards issued; the green bars 
represent total dollars awarded. Data for the current fiscal year, at the far right of the chart, are depicted in brighter 
colors. 
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HHS International Awards 
 

HHS agencies have a long history of granting awards to international recipients, in support of a variety of healthcare and 
humanitarian efforts. These include genetic and immunological research, disease prevention, human development, and 
bolstering public health. 

 
The pie charts below contrast agencies that spent the largest amount of FY 2016 international grant funds against those 
agencies awarding the largest number of FY 2016 international grant awards. 
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Administration for 
Children & Families 

 

Mark Greenberg 
Acting Assistant Secretary 

 
 
 

 
Mission: To foster health and well-being by providing federal leadership, partnership and resources for the 
compassionate and effective delivery of human services. 

 

hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΥ !/C ƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘΣ 
ǎŀŦŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΦέ ²Ŝ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ advance that vision by providing federal leadership, partnership, 
and resources for the compassionate and effective delivery of human services. 

 
 

Award History 
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Administration for 
Community Living 

 

Kathy Greenlee 
Administrator Assistant 

Secretary 
 
 
 

Mission: Maximize the independence, well-being, and health of older adults, people with disabilities across the lifespan, 
and their families and caregivers. 

 

Organization: ACL works with states, tribes, community providers, universities, nonprofit organizations, businesses and 
families to help older adults and people with disabilities live in their homes and fully participate in their communities. 

 

Award History 
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Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality 

 

Andrew B. Bindman, M.D. 
Director 

 
 
 
 

 

MƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ό!Iwvύ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ 
safer, higher quality, more accessible, equitable, and affordable, and to work within the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services and with other partners to make sure that the evidence is understood and used. 

 

Organization: AHRQ awards discretionary grants, cooperative agreements, and contracts to carry out research projects, 
demonstrations, evaluations, and dissemination activities. AHRQ's research projects examine the availability, quality, 
and costs of healthcare services; ways to improve the effectiveness and appropriateness of clinical practice, including 
the prevention of disease; and other areas of health services research. The information helps health care 
decisionmakers, patients and clinicians, health system leaders, and policymakers make more informed decisions and 
improve the quality of health care services. 

 

AHRQ also supports small grants, conference grants, and training through dissertation grants, National Research Service 
Awards, and career development awards. 

 

Award History 
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Assistant Secretary for 
Planning and Evaluation 

 

Richard Frank 
Assistant Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission: The Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) advises the Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services on policy development in health, disability, human services, data, and science, and provides advice and 
analysis on economic policy. ASPE leads special initiatives, coordinates the Department's evaluation, research and 
demonstration activities, and manages cross-Department planning activities such as strategic planning, legislative 
planning, and review of regulations. Integral to this role, ASPE conducts research and evaluation studies, develops policy 
analyses, and estimates the cost and benefits of policy alternatives under consideration by the Department or Congress. 

 

Organization: ASPE, within the Office of the Secretary, is organized into principal offices: Office of Disability, Aging and 
Long-¢ŜǊƳ /ŀǊŜ tƻƭƛŎȅΣ  hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƻƭƛŎȅΣ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ tƻƭƛŎȅκII{Ω /ƘƛŜŦ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Science and Data Policy, as well as several smaller ones. Each of the major offices is headed by a Deputy Assistant 
Secretary. (Keep all on same page). 

Award History 
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Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness & Response 

 

Nicole Lurie, M.D., M.S.P.H. 
Assistant Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission: To lead the country in preparing for, responding to, and recovering from the adverse health effects of 
ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ōȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
response systems, and enhancing national health security. 

 
Organization: ASPR, as delegated by the Secretary, leads the federal public health and medical response to public health 
emergencies and incidents covered by the National Response and National Recovery Frameworks. ASPR serves as the 
principal advisor to the Secretary on all matters related to public health and medical emergency preparedness and 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘƴŜǎǎΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΦ Lƴ 
addition to coordination of the federal public health and medical response to incidents, ASPR has operational 
responsibilities for the advanced research and development of medical countermeasures. 

 

Award History 
 

 


